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The importance of treating more than the problem at hand

hile waiting out the coro-
navirus last year, the
powers in Major League
Baseball contemplated
a restructuring of their feeder system that
could have eliminated 42 minor league
teams from communities all across the US.
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That was an anxious time for
Carole Gilbert.

Carole is a longtime fan of the
Daytona Tortugas, a minor-league affiliate
of the Cincinnati Reds. Since its inception
as an affiliate of the Chicago Cubsin 1993,
the Tortugas have been the launching
point for the careers of more than 100
major league ballplayers.

“My son and I go to
several Tortugas games
each year, so we were quite
nervous last year when it
looked like we might lose
our team,” Carole relays.
“But the Tortugas are
back this year, and we’re
very happy for that.”

Carole has been
following the Tortugas
and charting the career
paths of their alumni
since 2016, when her
family moved from Sanford to DeLand.
Shortly after making that move, she went
in search of a new dentist.

In part because it’s just five minutes
from her house, she chose Del.and Implant
Dentistry. Since making that call, Carole,
68, has visited the practice mostly for
cleanings and general maintenance. Then,
one day last year, a larger issue developed.

“One of my crowns became loose,”
Carole reveals. “The whole tooth actually
started to wiggle, and I thought, Well, this
is quite worrisome. So 1 called the dentist
right away and made an appointment.

“In the meantime, I had to avoid
eating on the side where that tooth was
because it was one of the teeth in the back.
I was really worried that if I wasn’t careful,
the crown would break off and I'd have a
real problem on my hands.”

Fractured and Failing

DeLand Implant Dentistry is the practice
of Rajiv Patel, BDS, MDS, and his nephew,
Jayraj J. Patel, DMD. Dr. Jayraj Patel
treated Carole, whose treatment began

The Benefits
of Membership

DeLand Implant Dentistry offers
a membership program for
individuals and families. Member

benefits include free cleanings,
access to prime appointment
times, same-day emergency care
and reduced fees for any dental
work, with no limit on total
treatment discounts. For more
information, call (386) 738-2006.

with a thorough examination of
the problem tooth.

During that exam, Dr. Patel
learned the upper-right second
premolar was fractured and failing to the
point where it also became loose. That
greatly limited treatment options.

“I explained that we could cement
the crown back on, but that was not
going to be a good long-term solution,”
the doctor reasons. “The best solution
was to take the tooth out and replace it
with a bridge or an implant. But a bridge
wasn’t a good option either because she
already had crowns on the neighboring
teeth. By placing a bridge there, we would
be endangering the neighboring teeth, so
that left us with implants.”

Dental implants are screw-like posts
made of a titanium alloy that are placed
in the jaw, where they
fuse with the jawbone.
Once the implant is
in the jaw, new bone
naturally grows around
it to form the foundation
for an abutment and
replacement teeth.

The replacement
teeth can be a single
crown that is cemented
or screwed onto the
abutment, a partial
bridge that can be
affixed to one or more implants, or a full
denture that can be fastened to a series
of implants.

Prior to placing an implant, some
patients require a bone grafting proce-
dure designed to enhance the volume of
the jawbone so it can properly support
the implant. The amount of time needed
for the bone development is about
three months.

Dr. Patel’s plan for treating Carole was
to place one implant upon which he would
put a crown. Prior to seating the implant,
he performed a bone graft to build up the
jawbone where the implant would be.

While waiting for bone to grow
around the implant, Dr. Patel treated the
neighboring teeth, focusing primarily on a
tooth next to the one he’d removed, which
had a crown showing signs of age.

“She had a very old crown that was
headed in the same direction as the one on
the failing tooth,” Dr. Patel reports. “We
gave that tooth a new crown that went all
the way down to the gum line to protect it
from fracture.
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“We did that because you never
want to get tunnel vision and focus only
on the problem at hand. You need to be
thorough and make sure all the teeth are
healthy. That’s how you prevent patients
from developing greater problems down
the road.”

Safe at Home

Carole had all this work done in the
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. At
no point, though, was she ever concerned
about possibly contracting the coronavirus
during a visit because the dentist and his
staff have taken great precaution to ensure
patient safety.

“They reminded me before my
appointments to wear a mask, and when I
got there they took my temperature right
away,” Carole remembers. “There was
limited seating in the waiting room, and
they made sure I didn’t have to wait long,

“All the doctors and staff members
wear masks and double masks the whole
time. They really went above and beyond
the normal protocols, so I had no concerns
about catching the virus, even though I
had to have my mouth open all the time.”

Carole appreciates not only the
preventive measures, but also that she was
able to get the advanced dental work in
one place.

“It’s very rare to find that, and I want
to add that they always go out of their
way to make me feel comfortable,” Carole
relates. “Everyone in their office is very
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Rajiv Patel, BDS, MDS, and Jayraj J. Patel,
DMD, are known for their exceptional,
caring attitude toward their patients and
work. They are committed to delivering the
most advanced, personalized dental care
while offering patients a uniquely satisfying
experience. Along with the staff of DeLand
Implant Dentistry, they welcome new
patientsand any questions concerning their
range of dental services, including cleaning
and preventive care, sedation methods,
and cosmetic, restorative, prosthetic and
implant dentistry. Foran appointment, call
or visit the office in DeLand in the Spring
0Oaks Professional Center:

150 McGregor Rd.

(386) 738-2006

friendly and helpful, and the work they
do is exceptional.”

Carole is “very thankful” she no
longer has a problem with any of her teeth.

“Dr. Patel did a great job advising me
on the treatment I needed and then taking
care of all the teeth around that problem
tooth I had,” she praises.

“They’re so good that 'm even encour-
aging my son to visit them for a problem he’s
been having. He has a tremendous fear of
dentists, but Dr. Patel and his staff do such a
great job of making people feel comfortable
that I know he’ll be comfortable there.”
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Jayraj J. Patel, DMD, has been practicing general dentistry since graduating from the University of Florida College
of Dentistry. His goal is to deliver comprehensive, compassionate care to his patientsina caring, comfortable and
professional environment. He strives to provide advanced, personalized and complete care to each patient using
the latest dental technologies and treatment modalities, with an aim to build a long-termrelationship based on
trust, respectand friendship. Dr. Patel has extensive training in dental implant therapy through compre-
hensive courses such as the AAID MaxiCourse from Augusta University Dental College of Georgiaand
the Comprehensive Implant Continuum from Implant Educators. He is a fellow of the International o ¥
Congress of Oral Implantologists,an associate fellow of the American Academy of Implant Dentistry
andafellow of the Academy of General Dentistry. He s pursuing board certification from the America

Board of Oral Implantology/Implant Dentistry. 3

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Preventive care, ix® ali dbondi
including cleanings Essix® aligners Veneersand bonding
and x-rays Dentures and Oral surgery
Crowns and bridges partials (wisdom teeth)

Root canals Dental implants IV sedation

For detailed information about DeLand Implant Dentistry, visit Delandimplants.com




